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I am happy to write this introduction to the 40 by Studio Piet Boon 
book. This book is a celebration of Studio Piet Boon’s 40th anniversary. 
It celebrates the result of our journey from a small design studio to 
a global luxury brand. I am very proud of the 40 ideas showcased in 
this special book. You can expect to find stunning photography of 
our most iconic projects and products, each the result of a 
successful collaboration between our clients and our talented 
team. It is our signature way of working; they are the building 
blocks of Studio Piet Boon. The book also includes insights into  
our design philosophy, our preference for timelessness, and our 
vision for the future. Overall, it’s a beautiful and inspiring book 
that captures the essence of Studio Piet Boon’s unique design  
aesthetic. I am delighted that Studio Piet Boon has become a 
brand and that it is no longer dependent on the name of the 
founder and name bearer. My name. I hope this book will give  
you lots of new ideas and inspiration.
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 of an Idea

Introduction

6

SPB - 40 by Studio Piet Boon DEF.indd   6SPB - 40 by Studio Piet Boon DEF.indd   6 23-08-2023   07:0623-08-2023   07:06

Ideas are the origin of almost everything worthwhile in the 
world. Ideas transcend fashion, ideas transcend taste. Taste 
changes over time. Ideas stay strong.

Frida Kahlo had the idea to introduce the colors of the  
Mexican village into design, and that launched a Mexican Style.

Yves Klein had the idea to make one color… art.

Picasso had the idea to copy the abstract simplicity of African 
tribal art and, in the process, invented what we now know  
as Cubism.

Ideas last. That’s why ideas are so valuable. They are an  
investment in the quality of our lives, but more than that, 
they ensure the continuity of us. Ideas are our strongest  
survival mechanism. The best ideas are eternal.

Ideas provide knowledge and inspiration. We learn from 
them and that’s why ideas belong in a book.

This book is about ideas. Simple ideas with extraordinary 
impact.

Ideas that will enhance and beautify your life.
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40
 Years

8

SPB - 40 by Studio Piet Boon DEF.indd   8SPB - 40 by Studio Piet Boon DEF.indd   8 23-08-2023   07:0623-08-2023   07:06

40 years of success is admirable. 40 years of success in the world 
of design is more than admirable. It’s astonishing. 

The world of creativity is not known for longevity. The “one hit 
wonder” is the norm for the music business and many writers  
are known only for one or two of their best books. Design is no 
different. How many famous cars did Ferdinand Porsche design? 
Just one.

To stay relevant, to continue to impress, you have to raise the bar. 
A willingness to improve, to be better, and to get even better still, 
is not just important; it’s essential. 

The most famous artists in history were not driven by their success 
but rather by a conviction that their work was – not yet – good enough. 

That’s the ethos that drives Studio Piet Boon. It’s a big team, always 
wanting to do better. And as is almost always the case, the drive, 
the passion, the desire, and the work ethic are passed down from 
the top. 

Piet Boon didn’t start as a designer. He started as a builder. This is 
fundamental to the success of the studio, because if you’re a student 
of design history then you will know that this was the idea of the 
Bauhaus, the most famous and most important design school, ever. 

The Bauhaus was founded on the principle that to truly 
comprehend design, one needs to be a builder, a carpenter, a 
weaver, a metalworker, etcetera. You need to “make something” 
to understand how to design it. 

When you understand the process of making something, you  
understand the possibilities. 

And therein lies the scope and purpose of Studio Piet Boon. The 
ability to surprise and delight while remaining true to core values 
of consistency, quality, and timelessness, will keep this 40-year-old 
design studio forever young.
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 I have the simplest of tastes.  
I am always satisfied with the best.

– Oscar Wilde
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Years ago, an acclaimed architect, the late Sir Richard Rogers, 
was reflecting on his own house in London. “Most people,” 
he said, “buy a barn and turn it into a house. I took a 
house and turned it into a barn.” 

Similarly, Studio Piet Boon took a barn in the Dutch 
countryside and turned it into an office. And what an 
office it is! To work in such a piece of design perfection 
would surely never be a chore. The perfection comes  
from the fact that, for this project, Studio Piet Boon did 
everything: the architecture, the interior, the furniture,  
the kitchens, the bathrooms, the lighting and the land-
scaping. All of it is “new build”, so there was never a barn, 
but the architecture is heavily inspired by the shape of 
farmhouses and barns in the surrounding area. Studio Piet 
Boon took the shape of a barn, modernized it, modified it, 
“luxurified” it, and turned it into an award-winning office.
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