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Introduction by Elizabeth Stamp 

For as long as I can remember, I have been happiest while wandering the 
aisles of a bookstore. My small hometown of Wheeling, West Virginia, had 
two independent bookstores (shoutout to The Paradox Book Store and the 
late, great Words & Music), and I learned from a young age that bookstores are 
magical places. As I gathered the bookstores for this book, I began with a very 
general qualification: Is this a bookstore I’d want to visit? However, since every 
bookstore is a bookstore I’d want to visit, I had to come up with more specific 
criteria. There is something special about each bookstore in this book, whether 
it’s wondrous architecture, a highly specialized inventory list or the impact it 
makes on the community it serves. 

In the age of Amazon, bookstores face incredible challenges, which is why it’s 
important to support your local independent bookseller by stopping in, buying 
from them online, or giving them a call to ask for their expert recommendations. 
There’s a popular saying amongst indie booksellers that I learned at the lovely 
Indigo Books on Johns Island, South Carolina: “Find it here, buy it here, keep 
us here.” I hope you’ll enjoy being transported to these unique stores as much 
as I have, and that you’ll pay them a visit and keep them around for the next 
generation of book lovers. 

Elizabeth Stamp 
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AFRICA 

 EGYPT 

01 BIBLIOTHEK p.10 

 KENYA 

02  CHECHE BOOKS p.11 

 MOROCCO 

03  YSL BOOKSHOP  p.12

04  LIBRAIRIE LES INSOLITES  p.13

 NIGERIA 

05  JAZZHOLE p.16 

 SOUTH AFRICA 

06  CLARKE’S BOOKSHOP  p.17

07  KALK BAY BOOKS  p.18

08  BRIDGE BOOKS  p.19

09  QUAGGA RARE p.20 

 BOOKS & ART 

10  STELLENBOSCH BOOKS  p.23

11  JAMES FINDLAY p.24 

 COLLECTABLE BOOKS  

 & ANTIQUE MAPS 

 TANZANIA 

12  A NOVEL IDEA p.25 

AMERICAS 

 ARGENTINA 

13  EL ATENEO  p.26

 GRAND SPLENDID 

14  LIBROS DEL PASAJE  p.28

15  OLIVA LIBROS  p.29

 BRAZIL 

16  LIVRARIA  p.30

 DA TRAVESSA 

 CANADA 

17  LIBRAIRIE DRAWN  p.31

 & QUARTERLY 

18  L’EUGUÉLIONNE p.32 

19  MUNRO’S BOOKS p.33 

20  QUEEN BOOKS p.34 

 CHILE 

21  LIBRERÍA  p.38

 ULISES LASTARRIA 

 COLOMBIA 

22  9 ¾ BOOKSTORE + CAFÉ p.39 

23  LIBRERÍA  p.40

 WILBORADA 1047 

 CUBA 

24  CUBA LIBRO p.41 

 MEXICO 

25  LA INCREÍBLE p.44 

26  CAFEBRERÍA  p.46

 EL PÉNDULO SAN ÁNGEL 

 UNITED STATES 

27  THE LAST BOOKSTORE p.50 

28  BOOKS ARE MAGIC p.51 

29  THE STRAND p.52 

30  RIZZOLI  p.53

31  CITY LIGHTS p.56 

 BOOKSTORE 

32  POWELL’S BOOKS p.57 

33  FULTON STREET   p.58

 BOOKS & COFFEE   

34  BART’S BOOKS  p.60

35  ARCANA:  p.61

 BOOKS ON THE ARTS 

36  ALBERTINE  p.64

37  ARUNDEL BOOKS p.65 

38  THE MYSTERIOUS p.66

OVERVIEW
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  BOOKSHOP 

39  SQUARE BOOKS p.67 

40  SKYLARK BOOKSHOP p.68 

41  BRATTLE BOOK SHOP p.69 

42  THE BOOK BARN p.70 

43  THE BOOKSTORE p.71 

 AT OXFORD EXCHANGE 

44  BOOKS & BOOKS p.74 

45  NEW DOMINION p.75 

 BOOKSHOP 

46  SEMICOLON p.76 

47  EXILE IN BOOKVILLE p.77 

48  E. SHAVER, BOOKSELLER p.78 

49  KRAMERS p.79 

50  UNDER THE UMBRELLA p.80 

51  FAULKNER p.81 

 HOUSE BOOKS 

52  M. JUDSON  p.82

 BOOKSELLERS 

53  THE CENTER FOR p.83 

 FICTION BOOKSTORE 

54  LEFT BANK BOOKS  p.86

55  ELLIOT BAY p.87 

 BOOK COMPANY 

56  THE DRAMA p.88 

 BOOK SHOP 

 URUGUAY 

57  LIBRERÍA MÁS p.92 

 PURO VERSO 

58  RIZOMA p.93 

ASIA 

 CHINA 

59  YANJIYOU CAPSULE p.96

  BOOKSTORE 

60  COMMON READER p.102 

61  SHSH BY JETLAG BOOKS p.106

62  ZHAOXI BOOKSTORE p.107 

63  READING MI p.110 

64  PAGE ONE p.114 

65  YAN  p.116

66  TENGDA ZHONGSHUGE p.117 

 INDIA 

67  CHAMPACA BOOKSTORE p.120

 INDONESIA  

68  POST p.121 

 ISRAEL 

69  SIPUR PASHUT p.122

70  THE BOOKSHOP AT p.123 

 THE AMERICAN 

 COLONY HOTEL 

 IRAN 

71  TEHRAN BOOK GARDEN p.124 

 JAPAN 

72  DAIKANYAMA T-SITE p.125 

73  NANYODO p.126 

74  NOSTOS p.127 

75  BUNKITSU p.128 

 JORDAN 

76  BOOKS@CAFE p.129

 MALAYSIA 

77  GERAKBUDAYA p.130 

 BOOKSHOP 

OVERVIEW
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 SOUTH KOREA 

78  SORISOMOON BOOKS p.131 

79  SEOUL CHAEKBOGO p.132 

 TAIWAN

80  ESLITE SPECTRUM p.133

 TAICHUNG 

 CHUNGYO STORE 

 THAILAND 

81  THE BOOKSMITH p.134 

82  OPEN HOUSE p.135 

 BOOKSHOP BY HARDCOVER 

EUROPE

 BELGIUM 

83  LIBRAIRIE TROPISMES p.138 

84  COOK & BOOK p.139 

85  LUDDITES BOOKS & WINE p.140 

86  BOEKENHUIS THEORIA p.144 

 CROATIA 

87  FRAKTURA p.145 

 CYPRUS 

88  RÜSTEM KITABEVI p.146 

 DENMARK 

89  BOOKS & COMPANY p.147 

90  NEW MAGS p.148 

 ENGLAND 

91  GAY’S THE WORD p.152

92  BARTER BOOKS p.153 

93  HEYWOOD HILL p.154 

94  HATCHARD’S p.155 

95  BLACKWELL’S p.156 

96  PERSEPHONE BOOKS p.157 

97  WORD ON THE WATER p.158 

98  DAUNT BOOKS p.159 

 FRANCE 

99  LIBRAIRIE JOUSSEAUME p.160 

100  BOUQUINISTES p.161

101  SHAKESPEARE p.162 

 AND COMPANY 

102  LIBRAIRIE ACTES SUD p.163 

103  VIEILLE BOURSE 

 BOOK MARKET  p.164

 GERMANY 

104  BÜCHERBOGEN p.165 

 AM SAVIGNYPLATZ 

105  ANTIQUARIAT p.166 

 ALT-HOHENECK 

106  PRO QM p.167 

107  OCELOT p.170 

108  ZABRISKIE  p.171

 GREECE 

109  ATLANTIS BOOKS  p.174

110  LEXIKOPOLEIO p.175 

 ICELAND 

111  THE OLD BOOKSTORE IN   

 FLATEYRI  p.176 

 IRELAND 

112  HODGES FIGGIS p.180 

 ITALY 

113  LIBRERIA p.181 

 PALAZZO ROBERTI 

114  LIBRERIA ACQUA ALTA p.184 

115  ANTICA LIBRERIA p.185

  CASCIANELLI 

116  LIBRERIA BRAC p.186 

117  LIBRERIA p.190 

 INTERNAZIONALE   

 LUXEMBURG 

OVERVIEW
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118  LAFELTRINELLI p.191 

 THE NETHERLANDS 

119  BOEKHANDEL p.194 

 DEN BOER 

120  BOEKHANDEL p.195 

 DOMINICANEN 

121  BOEKHANDEL BLOKKER p.196 

122  VAN DER VELDE  p.197

 IN DE BROEREN 

123  SCHELTEMA p.200 

 NORWAY 

124  TRONSMO BOKHANDEL p.201 

 PORTUGAL 

125  LIVRARIA DE SANTIAGO p.202 

126  LIVRARIA LELLO p.203 

127  LIVRARIA p.204 

 ALMEDINA RATO 

 ROMANIA 

128  CARTURESTI CARUSEL p.205 

 RUSSIA 

129  PODPISNIE IZDANIYA p.210 

130  JEWISH MUSEUM SHOP p.214 

 SCOTLAND 

131  TYPEWRONGER BOOKS p.215 

 SPAIN 

132  DESPERATE LITERATURE p.216 

133  LA BIBLIOTECA p.218 

 DE BABEL 

134  LLIBRERIA FINESTRES p.219 

135  LIBRERÍA p.220 

 MIGUEL MIRANDA 

136  TIPOS INFAMES p.224 

OVERVIEW

 SWITZERLAND 

137  NEVER STOP READING p.225

OCEANIA 

 AUSTRALIA

138  THE BOOK CELLAR p.228  

139  BOOKSHOP BY URO p.230 

140  TITLE BOOKS p.234 

 BARANGAROO 

141  GERTRUDE & ALICE p.235 

142  POTTS POINT p.236 

 BOOKSHOP 

143  BERKELOUW p.237 

 BOOK BARN 

144  READINGS EMPORIUM p.240 

145  AMPERSAND CAFE 

 AND BOOKSTORE  p.244

146  HORDERN HOUSE p.245  

147  GRAND DAYS  p.248 

 NEW ZEALAND 

148  THE NEXT CHAPTER p.249 

149  PETRONELLA’S p.250 

 GALLERY AND BOOKSTORE 

150  BROWSERS p.251
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YANJIYOU CAPSULE 
BOOKSTORE
East side of Liuyun Xiangshu Hotel, Tonglu County, Zhejiang 
Province, China

Nested in the forest of Tonglu in Zhejiang Province, Yanjiyou Capsule 
Bookstore is worth the trip for book and nature lovers alike. 
Architecture firm Atelier tao + c repurposed an old two-story wood 
and mud building on the rural site, adding a capsule hotel with 20 
sleeping spaces, a bookstore and a library. Shelves made of local 
bamboo line the double-height space, and visitors can enjoy a book 
and the view of the surrounding landscape in the sunken reading 
room or the curved sitting area beside the towering transparent 
eastern façade.

TO VISIT 
BEFORE YOU DIE
BECAUSE 

It’s an 
architectural 
wonder set in an 
awe-inspiring 
natural landscape.

CHINAASIA

No Website +86 13336116168
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SHSH BY JETLAG BOOKS
303-2, Dongsi North Street, Dongcheng District, Beijing, China 

Founded in 2020, Beijing’s hip Jetlag Books reinvents the city news-
stand by offering a carefully selected array of magazines and books 
in inventive settings. Its latest outpost, SHSH by Jetlag Books, 
opened in 2022 alongside the Chinese co-working space company 
5lmeet, and is part bookstore, part café and part co-working space. 
The contemporary interior was transformed by +C Architects, who 
added inventive rotating stainless-steel shelves that provide a sleek 
contrast to the rough concrete walls and acrylic displays that make 
the books on art, design, fashion and poetry appear to float. Once 
you find your source of inspiration du jour, you can grab a seat at the 
bar along the window-lined storefront and watch the world go by.

TO VISIT 
BEFORE YOU DIE
BECAUSE 

Jetlag Books 
offers creative 
books and 
magazines in 
a gallery-like 
setting.

CHINAASIA

instagram.com/jetlagbooks +86 15501157619
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ZHAOXI BOOKSTORE
2F, Longhuli, No. 67-3, South Longhu Zhonghuan Road Jiuru 
Road, Jinshui District, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, China

Architecture firm Atelier tao + c designed Zhaoxi Bookstore to be 
a calm destination in a busy shopping center in the Zhengdong 
New District of Zhengzhou. The store serves as a gathering place 
for neighborhood residents and includes a bar, café, auditorium and 
reading areas for both adults and children. Arched and rectangu-
lar passageways lead shoppers between the different sections of the 
store and create a sense of modern grandeur, while the white walls 
and minimalist shelving make it easy to browse and allow the books 
to be center stage. 

TO VISIT 
BEFORE YOU DIE
BECAUSE 

The peaceful 
bookstore is a 
welcome respite 
from the hustle 
and bustle of the 
city.

CHINAASIA

No Website +86 17335569090
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READING MI
L3 Floor, Shuncheng Darong City, No. 30 Nanguo East Road, 
Jinliang Community, Daliang Street, Shunde District, Foshan 
City, China

It’s easy to forget that Reading Mi is located in the central atrium of a 
busy shopping center in Foshan. The serene bookstore was designed 
by Panorama Design Group to be a place of exploration and cultur-
al conversation. Visitors enter through the awe-inspiring “Hall of 
Knowledge,” a double-height space topped with wooden slats that 
recall the shape of an open book. The nearly 27,000-square foot 
store is filled with peaceful areas to read, a 100-seat theater, a café 
and a delightful family zone outfitted with thousands of children’s 
books and a stage for storytelling.  

TO VISIT 
BEFORE YOU DIE
BECAUSE 

This architectural 
stunner of a 
bookstore feels 
like a cathedral of 
knowledge. 

CHINAASIA

No Website 0757-82301813
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